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Obama brings the face of change to U.S.
BYTHENUMBERS

Students share
reactions to
election results
By Sam Stevens
Staff Writer
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After months of sitting through
countless campaign ads, endless debates and long-awaited absentee ballots, the wait is over and the results are
in. The 44th President of the United
States has been elected, and Barack
Obama is scheduled to take his oath on
January 20, 2009.
Before the election, Fox News conducted a survey which showed Obama
with a 50 percent following and McCain with 43 percent. Undecided and
“neither” voters took the final 7 percent. In the end, Obama had a projected 338 electoral votes to John McCain’s 156, and a popular vote of 52 to
McCain’s 46 percent.
On the night of Nov. 4, political science and history majors gathered together with international students in
the local “Gray Barn” to discuss politics and watch as the electoral votes
were counted. As the votes were announced, students tagged states on a
giant map of the U.S. in red or blue,
indicating their color and number of
electoral votes.
Indiana, a solid red state for the
past 44 years, became blue on Tuesday. Considered a “swing state,” Indi-

ana was one of the last to process their
votes for this election.
Over 2.7 million Indiana residents
voted, with 49.9 percent for Obama
and 49 percent for McCain. Obama recieved 62 percent of the vote from the
18-24 age range.
Those represented in the Gray Barn
displayed diverse opinions on the
presidency.
“Overall, I liked that McCain had
better experience,” sophomore April
McDonald said. “But I respect the winner. (He’s) getting the hardest job in
the United States.”
“I like Obama’s instinct to bring people together,” said History Professor
William Ringenberg. “He can contribute to a long-range racial harmony.”
Some students even decided to put
their faith in a minority party candidate. “I voted for Bob Barr,” one junior
said.
The journey to this historic presidency has been memorable, considering how many firsts there have been in
this election.
Not only is Barack Obama the first
African-American to win office, but
running mate Joe Biden will be the
first Roman Catholic to win the vice
presidency.
This is also the first time in U.S.
history that two sitting senators ran
against each other. In addition, both
major candidates were born outside the continental U.S.: Hawaii for
Obama, and the Panama Canal Zone

Continued on Page 2

Gas prices brought to you by US economy
Gas prices
mirror a falling
economy
By Elena Forsythe
Staff Writer

Americans may be pinching their
wallets, but falling gasoline prices
have been a bright spot in an otherwise
dreary economic forecast.
Prices have declined to reach the
lowest rate that they have been in over
a year. This is good news for students,
whether they’re going out with friends
on the weekend or making a grocery
run.
According to AAA’s “Daily Fuel
Gauge Report,” the Indiana average
has dropped to 2.104 per gallon. The
national average is 2.340 per gallon,
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GAS PRICES
THEN AND NOW:

compared to last month’s 3.480.
Over the summer, the cost of gasoline rose to more than $4 per gallon
due to a high demand for oil across the
globe. At the same time, that domestic crude oil production was projected
to be the lowest since 1970, according
to the Energy Information Administration. Economics Professor Hadley
Mitchell explained that in the past few
months, while the global recession has
caused a reduction in the demand for
crude oil, the U.S. dollar has increased
in value compared to most other currencies.
Although gasoline prices have decreased, some students say that this
will not affect their travel plans over
the next month. Junior Julie Coddington said that while lower gasoline prices are convenient, her plans
to go home for Thanksgiving have not
changed because of them. But, she is
more willing to travel locally.

“I was planning to go to Dollar General (in Gas City) to get cans for the
(TSO-sponsored) food drive, but I decided I’d might as well go to Wal-Mart
since gas is (cheap),” Coddington said.
Junior Matt Johnson agreed that
gasoline prices affect local plans more
than holiday travels. “Before people
thought, ‘Oh, I want to go out and do
this tonight,’ but wouldn’t because
it was too expensive to go anywhere.
Now they’re like, ‘I might as well because it’s not that expensive.’”
People who are planning to travel
long distances in the next month welcome the low gasoline prices, but most
do not expect costs to stay down. Many
realize that when the global economy
begins to improve, oil prices will rise
accordingly.
Mitchell said, “While the effects of
the lower gasoline prices are mostly
favorable and welcome … oil producers will be less willing to expand pro-

duction than when they expected oil
prices to remain high; and ethanol is
less competitive at lower prices.”
Although low gasoline prices are
convenient at the moment, students
remain realistic in their expectations.
Coddington said that while she enjoys
the decline in gasoline prices now, “it
will be good when prices go back up
because that means our economy will
be doing better.”
In the long term, the global recession is more disconcerting than energy
prices, according to Economics Professor Lee Erickson.
“The real problem right now is
preventing the financial crisis from
spreading from Wall Street to Main
Street, not energy prices,” Erickson
said. “Certainly, lower gasoline prices
are nice, but the real fear is how severe
the current recession is going to be.”

Indiana:
November - $2.104
October - $3.455

Midwest:
November - $2.206
October - $3.361

National:
November - $2.340
October - $3.480

TUFW’s writing program to transfer to Upland
By Hannah Beers
Co-News Editor

When officials announced the closing of the Taylor University Fort
Wayne (TUFW) campus, Professional
Writing Professor Dennis Hensley’s
phone began ringing off the hook. He
was asked to give the news to students
and parents concerned about the fate
of his program.
Next fall, TUFW’s professional writing program will make the move to
the Upland campus along with Hensley, Professional Writing Department
Chair Pamela Jordan-Long, and numerous students enrolled in the major.
Hensley began teaching freelance
writing in 1997 after he and President
Emeritus Jay Kesler discussed bringing the Christian worldview to the

News

writing market.
“I had this theory ... that I could
make teenagers write for national
magazines,” Hensley said. “They’ll
work very, very hard, and if the writing is high quality, it can sell. It doesn’t
matter how old you are.”
Hensley wanted to teach students
based on his own success as an author, as he has published more than 50
books and 3,000 newspaper and magazine articles, as well as stage plays,
musicals and film scripts.
Jordan-Long began brainstorming
with Hensley about forming a professional writing major after the freelance
course generated interest in the community.
The new program was introduced
officially in 2000.
“We started with two students, and

... it’s evolved from there,” JordanLong said. “It’s pretty exciting.”
One of those two students published
his first novel within a year of graduating, and consequently, word began to
spread about the new major. Hensley
and Jordan-Long continued to add
new courses, and professional writing
soon became one of TUFW’s strongest
programs.
Outside of Hensley’s office hang two
“brag boards,” bulletin boards covered
with bylines and article clippings from
his current – and published – students.
One such student is sophomore Katlyn Smith, a professional writing major, who visited several other colleges
with writing departments before discovering the program in Fort Wayne.

Continued on Page 2
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Professional Writing Professor Dennis Hensley proofreads student work
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Election Results
Continued from Page 1
for McCain.
This election featured a result with
particular importance to Indiana residents, as Republican Mitch Daniels
won a second term as governor of the
state. His opponent, Jill Long Thompson, lost in a 58-40 percent vote.

“I think Daniels was a good decision,” one student said. “He’s done
some good work for Indiana in the
past.”
According to Chronicle.com, 94 percent of undergraduate college students
polled in the United States are able
to vote. Of these students, 86 percent
said they were going to vote. Of all the
undergraduates polled, 65 percent
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voted for Obama, 33 percent voted for
McCain, and 2 percent voted for a minority party.
No matter who they voted for, students seem to agree that this was a
crucial election. A poll by The Indianapolis Star showed the Iraq war and
the economy were the most important
issues to college-aged voters.
Alan Winquist, director of the Inter-

national Studies Program, emphasized
the need for students to realize the importance of these issues. “I’m so glad
to hear that Taylor students were so
involved with this election,” he said.
“I agree with republican ideals
and conservatism,” one student said.
“That’s why I voted for McCain. He
had years of experience behind him,
and he seemed more truthful in what

he promised.”
Sophomore Bethany Jones said,
“While I don’t believe that one man in
Washington can change the world, I
do believe that people as a united force
can make huge differences, and I see
in Obama the abilities to unite people
together to accomplish good.”

Student featured in Obama video on faith
By Hannah Beers
Co-News Editor

Barack Obama is everywhere. From
the newspaper headlines to the “Barack-oli” soup special at Payne’s, the
president-elect seems to some an almost larger-than-life figurehead.
Matthew Josten, a senior from Ventura, Iowa, can add a different perspective. Josten met Obama in 2007,
and is now featured in a video profile
on Obama’s Web site.
Back in the summer of 2007, when
Obama was running for Democratic
nominee against Hillary Clinton and
John Edwards, Iowa was a crucial caucus state.
Through a video on www.barackobama.com, Obama asked the people
of Iowa to send him questions, with 10
to be selected to join him at a “BBQ &
A.”
“During that time, you will have a

Professional Writing
Continued from Page 1
“Many schools didn’t take writing as
a career seriously,” Smith said. “Fort
Wayne, on the other hand, was able to
give me physical evidence that it was a
thriving degree and career choice ... No
other school had students who were
published in anything.”
Course requirements are designed
to help students develop versatility in
their writing. They learn fiction writing, reporting, scriptwriting, editing,
and how to write devotionals, magazine articles and entertainment reviews.
“Most writers write to make a difference, but if you decide to make writing
your career ... you have to learn how to
write for everything,” Smith said, adding that writing for multiple genres will
help support her financially while she
works on long-term writing projects.
The program will continue to grow
in its transition to the Upland campus, gaining new courses and bringing guest speakers to teach specialized
seminars.
The process of moving the major will
have welcome differences to starting a
completely new program afresh, Dean
of Professional and Graduate Studies
Connie Lightfoot said.
“It’s so unusual to be able to start a
new major and already have students,”
Lightfoot said. “Usually, you start a

chance to ‘grill’ me on some of the key
issues that you think are going to be
important in this presidential race,”
said Obama in the video, inviting participation.
800 Iowans submitted questions.
Among the 10 selected was a pastor, a
professor, an entrepreneur, a teacher,
a single mother — and Josten.
Josten says meeting Obama has given him a different perspective on the
now president-elect.
“Seeing how he interacted with all
the people that were there really makes
me see that he’s not just some talking
head,” Josten said.
Josten describes Obama as being
“intelligent, and very personable.”
“He was really able to relate to each
person there very well,” Josten said.
“We were there for a couple hours, just
talking, hanging out.”
But Josten’s connection with
Obama’s campaign wasn’t over.

Josten had referred to himself as an
evangelical student when he submitted
his question, knowing that the demographic was a key one in the campaign,
and hoping to improve his chances of
being selected. During the barbecue,
he also had the opportunity to speak
with a member of the new media team
on the topic of faith and politics.
In early October, the campaign’s
new media team contacted Josten and
asked him if they could arrange an interview for a video profile.
“The video was focused on my faith
and how that influenced my views on
politics,” Josten said. “I wanted to ...
not only demonstrate that it’s OK for
an evangelical Christian to support
a Democratic candidate, but also to
show how my faith influences how I
view the political process, and that’s
not disconnected.”
The video can be found at www.faith.
barackobama.com, and includes a clip

major and hope to have seven or eight
or 10 students the first year, and they
already have a good set of students.
Any way you cut it, that’s a pretty good
start.”
Media Communication Professor
Donna Downs said the two existing
writing programs – English writing
and media communication – will enhance each other.
“We hope that all three departments
will work together to make their transition as smooth as possible,” Downs
said. “And further our programs as
well.” The freelance writing course, for
example, will still be recommended
to students studying media writing,
and requirements for the professional
writing degree will incorporate courses
from the English and media departments.
The new program is a distinctive entity, Hensley said.
“This is not a standard creative writing program,” Hensley said. “You’re
going to sell what you write. You’re going to learn how to work with agents,
editors and publishers. You yourself
will start marketing your material ...
you’ll build your portfolio.”
Smith’s primary advice to students
starting the major is to go beyond class
requirements.
“The most important thing to understand about the writing program
is that if you want to excel, you have
to take the extra step outside of class,”

Smith said. “(You) get out of it only as
much as you put into it.”
Like many professional writing majors, Smith will most likely transfer
to Upland to continue the program.
Lightfoot expects that as many as 50
students will do the same.
Hensley looks forward to utilizing
the resources and space in Upland to
expand the program, perhaps even
doubling the number of students enrolled. Meanwhile, Upland students
that have heard of Hensley and the
major are excited to have the program
come closer to home.
Junior Adrienne Chaudoin, who
commutes weekly from the Upland
campus for Hensley’s freelance writing
course, has enjoyed the experience.
“I feel like I’m told that you can be a
writer on the side, but you have to have
a ‘real job,’ too,” said Chaudoin. “Hensley’s class makes me fully believe I
could be a writer for a living.”
Teaching professional writing has
been rewarding for Hensley, who
hopes students benefit from the advice
based on his own writing experience.
“No matter how good a writer I am,
I can’t be as good as 30 of us,” Hensley
said. “To see my students go out there
and get involved in the secular world
of writing, and making an impact
for Christ, or getting in the Christian
world and making these movies and
magazines and books ... who wouldn’t
want a career like that?”

Fall festival provides autumn entertainment
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Sophomore Luke Yoder, juniors Mark Alhajj, Laura Speicher, Heidi Braaten, freshman Emily Trier, (back row)
junior Michael Beck, sophomores Kathryn Carlson, Sarah Billman, and junior Jeff Hubley enjoy their hay ride
down “Devil’s Backbone.” The Fall Festival, hosted by SAC at the president’s house, was held on Saturday night.
Other acitivites included pumpkin carving, “Charlie Brown” movies and a bonfire. SAC decided to host the Fall
Festival this year since they will be unable to hold a Christmas Formal.

News

of Josten meeting Obama at the barbecue.
“I don’t really think that had too
much influence on his becoming president,” Josten said, “but I think it was
cool they thought I had something to
say, and that I had something to contribute.”

Josten says he feels better about
having Obama as president-elect after
speaking with him.
“It was really cool to meet him and
to interact on a more personal level,”
Josten said, “and now that he’s president-elect, it makes that experience
even more cool.”

Students find small
fire behind Bergwall

Photo courtesy Liz Barron

On their way to the Inter-Class Council junior bonfire, a group of girls
stumbled upon a fiery surprise Wednesday night. Juniors Heather Murphy,
Emily Rausch, Ashlee Koenig, Sarah Soden, Sayre Meinken and Liz Barron
were walking behind Bergwall Hall when they spotted what they thought was
the bonfire.
They called Laura Bobbett, a friend who is on the ICC cabinet, and asked
her if she was at the bonfire yet. Upon being told that Laura was already at
the bonfire, the girls realized that the fire they were looking at was not the
junior bonfire and contacted the Taylor Police at 9:12 p.m.
Taylor Police Officer Andy Bowell soon arrived and began to put out the
flames with fire extinguishers from Bergwall. Shortly thereafter, the Upland
Fire Department arrived and doused the rest of the fire. By 9:40 p.m. the
small fire was completely extinguished, leaving behind a charred circle about
50 feet in diameter.
The fire department lists the cause of the fire as “undetermined,” Officer
Bowell said. “It doesn’t appear to be intentionally set or arson-related in any
way or form. It was most likely an accident.”
Timmy Huynh, photography editor

Film Festival shows
off Midwest talent
By Benita Lee

Co-News Editor
A celebration of films, filmmakers and the Midwest – that’s what
the Harvest Moon Film Festival is all
about. This event is held in downtown
Muncie from Nov. 13-15. It opens with
a gala dinner, followed by an awards
ceremony, film screenings, an education seminar and numerous networking opportunities.
Robby Tompkins, a ’05 Taylor graduate who currently works at Cornerstone Center for the Arts, started this
annual event last year.
“(The festival) started as a community collaboration between different organizations in town,” Tompkins
said. “It’s a gathering of films and filmmakers … celebrating that film can be
vibrant and active in the Midwest.”
“It’s just a good opportunity to
showcase both local and state talent,”
said Media Communication Professor
Kathy Bruner. “There’s a lot of great
stories out there that will never see big
box office returns, and film festivals
are really a great way for film lovers
to broaden the range of what they get
to see outside of big Hollywood features.”
A total of 11 independent films will
be screened at Cornerstone Center
and Muncie Civic Theatre during the
weekend, followed by discussions. For
those interested in the art of filmmaking, the education seminar provides an
opportunity for interaction with both
film professors and filmmakers.
Roger Young, an Emmy award-

winning television and film director
of programs like HBO’s “Rome,” is the
featured speaker and will be sharing
his vast experiences and knowledge.
Bruner is among those participating
in a panel that addresses the issue of
local filmmaking resources. The purpose of the seminar is to “help local
filmmakers become more aware of
what the resources are in central Indiana,” she said.
“We hope that (participants) will
come away with a greater appreciation
of independent film, that they understand art a little bit better, and that
they’re able to take away from it an enjoyable experience,” Tompkins said.
Jason North, a senior and a public relations intern for Tompkins, has
been promoting the event to Taylor
students.
“It’d be fun for Taylor students to go
just to have a good time,” North said.
“It’s nice to go see some of the independent films that are shown … just
because it’s fresh, and sometimes you
get really good films that are deep, that
will move you, that you won’t get to see
in a theater.”
The festival, although only in its second year, is already making a name for
itself in the Midwest.
“It’s really kind of a classic hometown local film festival, and yet it
draws films … from across the nation,”
Bruner said. “I think it has a nice Midwestern flavor to it, and that makes it a
good regional festival to attend.”
Information about the schedule and
purchasing tickets can be found at
www.harvestmoonfilmfestival.com.
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WOW focuses on student-relevant missions
By Stephen Groves
World News Editor
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Senior Kevin Halloran speaks with a mission rep from TEAMHORIZONS during
lunch on Thursday.

WOW Missions Representitives
OMS International

gcartledge@omsinternational.org

Emmaus Ministries

Andi Tauber

andi@streets.org

CLC Ministries Int’l

Bill Almack

balmack@clcusa.org

Project Partner with Christ

Kristen Levitt

kristen@projectpartner.org

Africa Inland Mission

Mike Leitz

mike.leitz@aimint.net

212 Degrees

Scott Brown

holysweat@hotmail.com

Foundation in Christ

Susan Curry

ﬁcmltd@hotmail.com

Every Child Ministries

John Rouster

ecmafrica@netnitco.net

His Mansion Ministries

Jeff Devilbiss

jeff@hismansion.com

Go International

Michelle Cravens

mcravens@gointernational.org

OneVerse

Jonathan McGuire

jonathan_mcguire@tsco.org

AWANA

Kevin Kurtz

kevink@awana.org

PIONEERS

Adam McCollum

facialhair@funnote.net

Operation Mobilization

Michael Kaspar

michael@usa.om.org

Boaz Project

Jim Jurgensen

jim@boazproject.org

Crescent Project

Brad Nelson

bnelson@crescentproject.org

Interserve USA

Gene Platte

gplatte@sbcglobal.net

Christian Missionary Alliance

Trent Thornton

thorntont@cmalliance.org

Youth for Christ

Jim Snellink

jsnellink@ciyfc.org

YouthWorks

Theresa Cecka

theresac@youthworks.com

Christ’s Hope USA

David Kase

davidk@christshope.org

International Teams

Ashley Ritter

ashley.ritter@iteams.org

World Gospel Mission

Jared Gleason

jared.gleason@wgm.org

OMF Int’l

Victor Cheng

viccheng@juno.com

The Mission Society

Margaret Farnsworth

mfarns@securenym.net

CMF Int’l

Shannon Clements

shannonclements@cmﬁ.org

H2H Int’l Ministries

Jill Keller

jill@h2hint.org

TEAM

Irene Mellema

imellema@teamworld.org

Frontiers

Gene Atkisson

lmsn@juno.com

New Horizons Youth Ministries

Vern Brummel

vern_brummel@nhym.org

Inner City Impact

Jackie Wallen

jwallen@innercityimpact.org

Evanglical Baptist Mission

Rick Hudson

rhudson@ebm.org

Shepherd’s Purse

Michael Wetzel

info@shepherdspurse.org

Servant Group Int’l

Lisa Harris

lharris@servantgroup.org

WEC International

Ed and Doreen Dulka

dulka@juno.com

YWAM

Jennifer Esh

Jen@ywammadison.org

Live0

Jason and Kim Foster

jason.foster@efca.org

Wandering through the display
booths, a world of opportunity opened
before me.
Ministering to prostitutes in the
inner-city, backpacking to leper colonies in Nepal, helping at an orphanage
in Russia, and working in a Christian
bookstore in Azerbaijan all became
real possibilities. The opportunities
were endless.
World Opportunities Week (WOW)
hit campus this week, educating and
inspiring students to serve in the missions ﬁeld.
“I get a feeling of excitement whenever I go on missions trips, but it came
again this week when I saw all the missions reps and all the opportunities to
serve,” said freshman Andrew Koehlinger.
The week featured Krish Kandiah
speaking in chapel, as well as a ﬂood
of missions representatives who informed students about ways to serve.
This year WOW used the passage
Revelation 7:9-17 as a focus. The passage describes worship before the
throne of God. “We kind of stumbled
on the (passage) and we just ran with
it,” WOW co-director Nick Davis said.
“In the scripture, all eyes were looking to the throne ... missions is a direct
outﬂow of worship for the Lamb seat-

ed on the throne,” WOW Co-Director
Brittany Hughes said.
Davis explained that through using
talents and abilities, people are able to
praise God. “Our message is whatever
you’re good at, whatever your passionate about, use that in missions,” he
said.
The WOW cabinet hosted a variety of
missions organizations that focused on
speciﬁc areas of service. Missions representatives also spoke in classes and
connected their work to speciﬁc ﬁelds
of study.
Kandiah encouraged students to
practically live out missions in every
aspect of their life. “Missions is not just
about people in ministry as a job, everyone is called to be missionaries,” he
said, “In my book, 24, I based it on the
concept that you can follow Jack Bauer
(from the show 24) around for 24 hours
and he has nothing to be ashamed of.
We should be living like that ... it’s saying to God, here’s my life.”
WOW cabinet member Katelyn Bennett related how she was affected by
missionaries speaking speciﬁcally to
her passion. “The reason I am going
into medical missions is due in large
part to the way God convicted me during WOW 2005 about his desire for all
Christians, not just a few crazies in Africa, to live missionally and to serve,”
she said.

Alum’s homecoming
By Chelsea Mecaskey
Associate
Sports News Editor
with

Randy Kizer

Co-Editor in cheif
Six years ago, Michael Kaspar sat in
chapel as a student wondering what he
would do with is life.
World Opportunities Week was the
ﬁrst step in answering his question.
Kaspar returned to his Alma Mater
this WOW season representing Operation Mobilisation (OM).
Kaspar, an ’03 Taylor grad, ﬁrst
learned about OM when its founder,
George Verwer, spoke in chapel in the
fall of 2002. This message prompted
him to join the staff as a personal assistant to Verwer after graduation. “I
wanted to travel the world and learn
more about cultures,” he said.
Through that year-long internship,
Kaspar felt God changing his heart as
he began “seeing all parts of the world
and praying for them all year.” By witnessing the life and needs of people
around the world, he began to kindle
a desire “to make a difference building
God’s kingdom here on earth”.
During his travels with OM, Kaspar
met his life partner, Lindsey, who was
working with OM in Lebanon. They
are now married and settling in to a
new home near OM headquarters in
Tyrone, Georgia.
All OM team members are required
to raise ﬁnancial support for living

expenses but that isn’t seen as an inconvenience for Kaspar. He enjoys
offering the privilege of allowing others to partner with him in God’s work.
Although raising support is hard, “it’s
also something I wouldn’t trade ... because they are partners,” he said.
Kaspar’s current position as Director
of College Mobilization allows him to
travel the United States visiting campuses. As he talks with students, he
highlights key aspects of involvement
in furthering God’s plan for the world.
“Pray for the nations, give sacriﬁcially,
go (into the world), send and mobilize
others, and receive people back and
help them process (their experiences),” he said.
He considers each of these steps to
be equally important and dependent
upon each other. “When we do each of
these things, God teaches us more of
his heart,” said Kaspar.
Kaspar referenced Matthew 9:38 as
he challenged everyone to examine
their lives. “What is your daily walk
like? If you have (a) sweet daily walk
with the Lord, then everything else will
work out,” he said.
Scattered amid the displays in the
DC are several stories like Kaspar’s.
Unknown to many students is the fact
that some of the missions representatives realized their life calling wandering through the tables, listening for
God’s call.

Around The World
in 30 Seconds
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)- Rebels advance, thou-

sands ﬂee

Rebels in the eastern DRC are continuing to seize towns and force residents to ﬂee. Rebel general Laurent
Nkunda said he is trying to protect
their Tutsi people from Hutu militants who ﬂed into the DRC during
the 1994 Rwandan genocide. Rwanda has denied allegations by the DRC
that it is supporting rebel advances.

Zimbabwe- Political negotiations
break down

A power-sharing agreement hangs
perilously in the balance as violence spreads across Zimbabwe. The
Movement for Democratic Change
(MDC) party accused president Robert Mugabe’s Zanu-PF party of politically-motivated violence. Mugabe
and MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai
signed a power-sharing agreement in
September, but the two factions have
not settled the appointment of cabinet posts.

Peru- State of emergency called
amid protests

Widespread protests over new mining tax laws in southern Peru have left
three people dead. A state of emergency was called and the military was
brought in to quell the violence.

China- Mass lay-offs prompt exodus

Tens of thousands of migrant Chinese
workers are returning home after losing their factory jobs in the southern
Chinese city of Guangzhou. The ﬁnancial crisis has caused many companies in the major manufacturing
center to collapse. Chinese ofﬁcials
are concerned that a spike in unemployment will lead to social unrest.

Russia- Bomb kills 11 at bus stop

A bomb attack on a Russian minibus killed 11 people on Thursday in
Vladikavkaz, the capital of northern
Ossetia. Ofﬁcials believe the bomb
may have been detonated by a female
suicide bomber.

Iran- Iranian president congratulates Obama

Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad sent his congratulations
to Obama, marking the ﬁrst time Iran
has sent an ofﬁcial goodwill message
to an American leader. Obama has
offered to open up unconditional
negotiations with Iran regarding its
nuclear program.

Israel-Palestine- Peace agreement unlikely in the near future
U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice admitted that a peace agreement between Palestine and Israel
before the end of the year is unlikely.
President Bush said last year that he
wanted a peace agreement signed
before he left ofﬁce, but Rice, in her
22nd trip to the region, said that the
elections in Israel were retarding
the process. However, she remained
hopeful that a ﬁrm foundation for
peace is set.

Pakistan- Suicide bomber targets
tribal leaders

A suicide bomber attacked a meeting
of tribal elders in the northern Pakistani region of Bajaur. At least nine
were killed and 40 were injured in
the attack. The elders were meeting
to draw up a plan to drive militants
from the area, which is a major hub
for insurgents.

Quote of the week

George Verwer with his wife, Drena Verwer and alumnus Michael Kaspar.

“Today we have a temporary
aberration called “industrial
capitalism” which is inadvertently liquidating its two most
important sources of capital..
the natural world and properly
functioning societies. No sensible capitalist would do that”

~Amory Lovins~
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Students study abroad across U.S.
Blake Bachman Co-Life and Times Editor

I

love Taylor. I love the people, the traditions,
the classes, and the fact that we’re in the middle of nowhere. (I really do.) As an incoming
freshman, I fully expected to spend all eight
semesters in these cornfields … then I changed my
mind.
I studied abroad in Ireland for the spring semester of my sophomore year, and it’s probably the best
decision I’ve made at Taylor. Studying abroad is like
a three-month “field trip” to a new place, where you
get to learn by experience, while gaining a fresh and

lasting perspective. For example, while I was in Ireland for the Irish Studies Program, we learned about
a site or castle in history class, then we’d all hop in
our big red bus and go see it.
Taylor offers a multitude of study abroad programs around the globe and in our own country that
allows students to experience another culture or
state, while learning practical life lessons. Although
you could spend all eight semesters in Upland and
have a wonderful Taylor experience, if you can fit a
study abroad trip in your schedule, you would probably find the time well spent.
This semester, Taylor students are studying all

across the United States. These places include Los
Angeles (Los Angeles Film Studies Center), Colorado Springs (Focus on the Family), Martha’s Vineyard (Contemporary Music Center), and Washington, D.C. (American Studies Program)
“The Echo” did a little Q&A with these students
to hopefully give you a better perspective on what
they’re up to this fall semester. They might be miles
away from the cornfields, but they’re meeting people
like Buster from “Arrested Development” and riding
on police officers’ Segways.

Los Angeles
Jared Sorensen
Major/year: Media Production - Film Emphasis, senior year
Where did you live on campus? Wengatz 3rd Center
Favorite childhood toy: My Ninja Turtle van
Why did you want to go to your specific program? To dedicate an entire semester to learning about film and seeing which area of film I am most passionate about.
Favorite thing you’ve done so far: I am an intern on the set of an online series
called “Angel of Death,” and I get to see how feature films get made and have made
some solid relationships with the cast and crew. I have actually been a stand-in for Zoe
Bell, who is Uma Thurman’s stunt double in “Kill Bill,” and Doug Jones, Abe Sapien
from “Hellboy” and the “Silver Surfer.” I’ve spent a lot of time talking to Doug who’s
worked as a Christian actor in Hollywood for many years, and he has told me a lot
about what it’s like to be someone of faith in Hollywood.
What’s something crazy that happened or a funny story? On the set, I was a
PA on headset and I was locking down the west end of this abandoned hospital. Well,
Zoe Bell came to have a smoke by me and then one of the other PAs called me over the
head set. So, I made eye contact with Zoe but I was talking to the head set and said,
“Hey, what’s up man?” She just gave me a weird look and said, “I’m not a dude.” And
I totally offended her, but we’re cool now.
How does the work load/homework compare to TU? It’s different. Homework
at Taylor is more of a day-to-day work load. Here at the LAFSC, it’s what you put into
it. If I don’t set aside 10 hours a week to write my screenplay, it’s never going to get
done. It’s a matter of dedication and putting in the time so you can become better at
your craft. When it comes to producing, if you don’t prepare, nothing is going to get
done. If you put in the time, you will have a decent film, and if you don’t, it just won’t
be good. It’s not easy, but you learn to discipline yourself.
What do you miss the most about being away from campus? I miss the communications department, including the professors, the office and the other students.
I also miss the Taylor theatre, Tracy and all her minions. I love Taylor and all it has
to offer, but while I’ve been here, I don’t spend time wishing I was there or someplace
else. I have close community with other Christians, and I love the people and the atmosphere out here. I am fortunate I get to spend my last semester at Taylor though,
because I want to end on that note.

Brandon Hoff
Major/year: Bib Lit New Media / ’08-’09ish
Where did you live on campus? BroHo
Favorite childhood toy: Lego
Why did you want to study abroad? Upland is boring.
Why did you want to go to your specific program? Seemed like a good idea at
the time.
Favorite thing you’ve done so far: Going to the beach instead of class.
What’s something crazy that happened or a funny story? I watched a very
drunk woman take off her pants and urinate on a bus stop bench.
What are some things you’re learning? How to tell a good story.
How does the work load/homework compare to TU? This semester is seriously a four-month vacation.
What do you miss the most about being away from campus? Ryan Lorimer.

Los Angeles

Martha’s Vineyard

Megan Sauder

Jenny Gallagher
Major/year: Psychology / senior
Where did you live on campus? 3rd floor Olson!
Favorite childhood toy: My blankie
Why did you want to study abroad? If Colorado counts as
“abroad,” then I would say that it’s beautiful here (yeah, mountains!), and I really wanted to spend a semester studying at Focus.
Why did you want to go to your specific program? The classes sounded really interesting, the credits transfer, I get to do my
practicum here, I can play in mountains as much as I want ... so I
really wanted to come.
Favorite thing you’ve done so far: Rock climbing ... hands
down.
What’s something crazy that happened or a funny story?
Well ... I can hang out at Whit’s End anytime I want to! That’s pretty
cool and crazy.
What are some things you’re learning? Most of our classes tie
back to the study of worldviews and how the way that people view
the world has influenced history as well as our culture today. We get
to learn about a lot of good stuff ... public policy, God’s design for the
family, the spheres of church and state, etc.
How does the work load/homework compare to TU? We
read a lot, but there are less papers and exams. I’d say the work load
here is lighter.
What do you miss the most about being away from campus? The people. I know that’s maybe a little cliché and sappy, but
it’s so true.

Photo provided by Megan Sauder

Senior Megan Sauder brings the funk during a
show at the CMC.

Colorado Springs

Major/year: Music Business Management / senior
Where did you live on campus? Cellar
Favorite childhood toy: I was a big fan of old business
supplies and pretending I was running my own company
... I also liked to create clubs – my favorite was the Mystery Solving Club (MSC). Yes, I was that cool.
Why did you want to go to your specific program? CMC was the perfect fit for me – it would allow
me to get the hands-on experience in the music industry without having to do several unpaid internships. I
also knew that the #1 most successful way to get your
career in the music industry started is through connections, and by coming to the the CMC, I would be getting
a wealth of contacts.
Favorite thing you’ve done so far: Hanging out
with musicians from all over the country, both famous
and those just getting started, has been incredible. I love
hearing their stories about ridiculous things that happen
inside the music industry. Getting to know people like
Rick Elias (Rich Mullin’s Ragamuffin Band and “That
Thing You Do”), Charlie Peacock (Switchfoot’s producer), and other people in the industry has been encouraging, exciting and inspiring.
What are some things you’re learning? I am learning a lot about the sacrifices it takes to be serious about
music. The music industry has a lot of fun and exciting

things about it, but it is a dirty business to get into, and it
requires a lot of discipline in ways I’ve never experienced
at any other job. On a day-to-day basis, I’m doing marketing, managing artists, producing shows, working on a
stage crew, setting up lighting, engineering for artists in
the studio, creating contracts, putting together press kits
and so much more ... all at once.
How does the work load/homework compare to
TU? I have never worked this hard for anything before
in my life, but the difference between working hard here
and working hard at Taylor, is that I absolutely love what
I do here. It is definitely hard and rarely “fun,” but it is
a love/hate relationship that fits me perfectly. Also, the
motivation factor skyrockets when I’m under contract
with Offshore Entertainment (CMC’s management company) and my artists to work hard for them. I’m no longer writing papers that only affect my own grade ... If I
screw up here, I ruin a show, lose money, or affect an
artist’s career. That type of responsibility really pushes
you to work hard, even if it is a constant 16 hours a day,
7 days a week.
What do you miss the most about being away
from campus? I miss playing jazz a lot ... Of course
there are the dearly loved events like Airband, My Gen,
Silent Night, getting yelled at by Barb at the DC, wing
hook-up events (I miss you, Cellar & the Kellers!) and so
much more that I miss.

Photo provided by Jenny Gallagher

Senior Jenny Gallagher has her own Adventure in Odyssey at the Focus on the Family
Institute.

Washington, D.C.
Taylor Barkley

Photos provided by Jared Sorenson

Top: An actual raptor prop from “Jurassic Park”
mesmerizes senior Jared Sorensen in LA.
Bottom: Sorensen and another intern pose for
a photo with Zoe Bell, Uma Thurman’s stunt
double in Kill Bill.

Washington, D.C.
Washington, D.C.

Major/year: Comm Studies / 2010
Where did you live on campus? Moon Room on 3rd Swallow
Favorite childhood toy: Coloring book
Why did you want to study abroad? Because I immensely enjoy film and lo and
behold, there was an off-campus program for it!
Favorite thing you’ve done so far: Directed a short film, seen top secret stuff at
my internship, met some great people.
What’s something crazy that happened or a funny story? The first “celeb” I
saw was Jonah Hill at an art gallery opening one of our first weeks here. Also meeting
Buster from “Arrested Development” (Tony Hale) was pretty sweet.
What are some things you’re learning? That film is a collaborative effort, and
Hollywood can be a mission field.
How does the work load/homework compare to TU? There are no exams – two
classes are based on simply creating films; internship takes up 20-25 hours a week;
and only one class that we have once a week is the most similar to a normal classroom
setting like at Taylor.
What do you miss the most about being away from campus? The residents

Police Segways and public safety.
Emily Moore
Contributor

and alums of 3rd Swallow, of course! BAOW

Eric Morse

Life & Times

Martha’s Vineyard

Colorado Springs

Abby Cerquitella

Major/year: Computer Science New Media - Systems, 5th year
Where did you live on campus? The Brotherhood
Favorite childhood toy: Matchbox cars and Lincoln logs
Why did you want to study abroad & why did you want to go to your specific program? I wanted to explore the film industry, and what better way to do that
than to be connected through a well established program like the Los Angeles Film
Studies Center.
Favorite thing you’ve done so far: Tried surfing ... I got up on my knees once. We
also saw dolphins that day.
What’s something crazy that happened or a funny story? I sat in the same
row as Chris Nolan, about nine seats down, separated only by five empty seats, and
three other people. He was wearing a suit coat, in case you don’t believe me. Oh, there
were clouds one day. That was pretty crazy.
What are some things you’re learning? I am learning the Dreamworks Animation pipeline, how to pin pictures onto bulletin boards, and how to appreciate bad art.
I am also learning that Slurpees are much better than Icees.
How does the work load/homework compare to TU? It’s about the same, usually less I would say, but there are so many more things to do around the city that it
still feels busy.
What do you miss the most about being away from campus? The DC – wait,
no. Umm ... The student union – no ... The weather – no ... I guess mainly the people.
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Photo provided by Taylor Barkley

Standing atop the ASP building, senior Taylor
Barkley has become D.C.’s Superman.

Living in Washington, D.C., people have exceptionally high expectations for the excitement level
of your extracurricular activities.
So, one Saturday, on my way home from an exciting trip to the grocery store with a comrade, I
witnessed a robbery. A woman was standing waiting for the bus and a boy snatched her purse from
under her arm and took off.
He ran past us, and we were able to hear her
cries for help, so I got on the phone with 9-1-1 as
we watched him run down the block from us.
Later, while we were standing around with the
cops waiting to give our testimonies to the investigators, my friend sarcastically remarked that this
fiasco made her feel a ton safer in the city. Much to
her surprised, I sincerely agreed.
I hadn’t even hung up on the phone with the
emergency operator before a dispatched cop car
pulled up to us. When we pulled up to the location
they had designated to keep the suspect, I counted
at least five cars and four segway cops. I feel much
safer about my odds of being mugged in D.C. than
Upland. No offense to campus safety/security, but
with cops creeping all over this city, the response
time is within a minute or two of when you first
make the call.
Anyway. That’s not the point of this story. So,
about those segway cops.
While we were waiting around with one of the

cops who had picked us up, I asked him in jest
about the seriousness of putting cops on Segways.
He insisted that the segways had helped get the
cops on the streets and into the neighborhoods.
As we were talking, one of the segway cops rolled
over to us and started talking with us.
“I still don’t understand how they work,” I said,
shaking my head in disbelief.
“Well, do you want to try?” offered the Segway
cop. He hopped off, and offered to help me on.
So, at ten o’clock at night, after witnessing a
crime for the first time, I got on this D.C. cop’s
segway, and like an adult guides a child on a bike
for the first time, he let me take the segway up the
block and back.
All the other cops thought it was entertaining,
with my excitement mixed with complete anxiety
about being on this tall machine that can apparently read my mind.
What started out as a fairly dull Saturday night
was spiced up as I got to ride in the back of a cop
car (the seats are hard, black, molded plastic, btw)
and ride a cop’s segway.
While this is not at all even part of all that I’ve
been able to do here (Seeing the President of
Panama, sitting directly in front of Denzle Washington during a press conference, getting a tour of
the Pentagon, meeting with a ton of Taylor alum)
there’s a side to this city that a lot of people don’t
get to witness, and that’s the lifestyle of the people who grew up in D.C., who calls these streets
home.

Major/year: History and Political Science 2009
Where did you live on campus? Have, will and forever live on 2nd East Wengatz
Favorite childhood toy: Toy boats and toy guns
Why did you want to study abroad? Because campus is lame. Psych. I enjoyed my first semester
abroad and thought it would be fun and expansive
to do again.
Favorite thing you’ve done so far: Getting to
know organizations and people here in the classical liberal/libertarian line of thought. Also, getting
stoked about free markets has been a favorite. Yes,
I am a capitalist pig.
What’s something crazy that happened or a
funny story? I’ve been camping twice, didn’t expect to do that. One time we slept on the ground,
in a campsite where we hadn’t registered, so a cop
woke us up and told us we were committing an arrestable offense and if we didn’t have a sticker on
our sign in the morning, it would be a bummer for
us. He let us sleep through the night though and we
left in the morning before he came around again.
What are some things you’re learning? My own
political, theological and social views have been
challenged and greatly refined thus far. D.C. also
desperately needs dedicated, intellectually talented
Christians in every sector and level of the city. Come
on down!
How does the work load/homework compare to TU? Different, more experiential
What do you miss the most about being away
from campus? All the wholesome, beautiful people I know (and don’t know yet) on campus. I miss
the DC too. It’s a magical thing having so much food
available, prepared and then your dishes washed
for you. Appreciate every moment you are in that
bountiful building.

Emily Moore
Major/year: Media Communications - Media
Writing Major
Where did you live on campus? Threege Gerig
Favorite childhood toy: My favorite traveling companion, a large stuffed elephant who is currently
residing in my bed.
Why did you want to go to your specific program? The Washington Journalism Center gives
me real hands-on experience by working in a hardnews deadline where it’s required to be on top of
the news, be timely with your assignments and definitely work on your news writing (the pressure of
knowing you have a national audience helps with
that). These are all the skills that I’m going to need
to make it in my career.
Favorite thing you’ve done so far: On the second day of my internship, I was able to go to this
press conference at a hotel for the launch of the new
Boys and Girls Club of America campaign and got
to sit six feet in front of Denzel Washington for the
whole thing. I wasn’t able to talk to him unfortunately, but still being able to see him interact with
the different staff and people there was a great testimony to his character.
What are some things you’re learning? Being
a Christian in the journalistic work place is a challenging aspiration, but God’s called people to speak
light and truth into those news rooms. Also – never
ever take the community that you have on Taylor’s
campus for granted, because once you move away,
it’ll never be the same.
How does the work load/homework compare to TU? Let me put it this way ... working under a deadline for a Market News wire is a bit more
intimidating than trying to get one of Vance Maloney’s psych assignments in on time.
What do you miss the most about being away
from campus? The people and the conversations.
There is also a significant drop in the amount of
cuddling between floor mates.

ASK BLAKE AND RACHEL RETURNS!

Dear Blake & Rachel,
Where have you been all my
life? I'm lost without you.
- Missing the Insanity

Dear Missing the Insanity,
Thanks for missing us; we feel
loved. It seems we’re missed as
much as the old plastic containers in the Grille. After a month
sabbatical, we discovered our
calling in life: to answer your
questions and bring you the
best Life & Times section in the
history of newsprint. Basically,

we’re on a mission from God.
And nothing’s going to stop us.
So PLEASE keep sending your
questions and we will make it
our goal to get you the answers
you’ve been waiting for your
whole life.
Dear Blake & Rachel,
I went trick-or-treating last
week and consumed five
pounds of candy over the weekend. My physique has changed
from a senior scramble trophy
to a couch potato in my parent’s

basement. What now?!?
- Fat in Fairlane
Dear Fat in Fairlane,
We don’t have a loop around
our campus for no reason. Walk
it out. As we’re rounding out
our scheduling times, an extra
PHP never hurt anyone. Or take
a jaunt over to the KSAC. You
can get back that shapely bod in
no time, just in time for a holiday completely devoted to food:
Thanksgiving.

A&E

VIDEOGAME feature story

Zelda’s tenth
By Brent Clouse
Contributor

Back in good ol’ 1998, saving a
princess from a power-hungry villain
never felt so good.
This November we celebrate the
10th anniversary of the greatest video game in history. Don’t even try to
deny it – “The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of Time” is a milestone in human achievement that ranks somewhere between astronauts landing
on the moon and the advent of sliced
bread.
If you know what I’m talking about,
you’re awesome – simply awesome.
Ten short years ago, Nintendo’s
second-most beloved character (behind only the mustached Italian)
made his glorious jump into stunning
3-D and received worldwide critical
acclaim. After an extreme polygonal
makeover, Link, the green-clad Hero
of Time, looked as close to human
as the Nintendo 64 system would allow. This means gamers actually witnessed shadows and facial features
– seriously, it was a big deal. Living rooms across the globe were left
speechless in the wake of cinematic
64-bit graphics and epic storyline in
“Ocarina.” Was that a lens flare over
Lake Hylia? Yes, it was, my friend –
bask in its magnificence.
“The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of
Time” arrived at pivotal point in the
world of gaming. Although a newcomer, the Sony PlayStation loomed
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as a major contender to Nintendo
with an impressive roster of Crash
Bandicoot, Laura Croft and the entire “Final Fantasy” gang. Thus began
the Console Wars of the 1990s. But
amidst the chaos of deciding what to
ask Santa for Christmas, Nintendo
released its magnum opus. You know
that part when Link opens a glowing
treasure chest? Perfect comparison.
There was an extra little “somethin’ somethin’” that Nintendo
sprinkled into the mixing bowl when
they crafted “Ocarina.” Was it orchestral music? A revamped battle
system? Strong character development? Obviously, the answer is all
three – but with a strong emphasis
on the last one. Yes, video games can
in fact have character development.
Sounds crazy, I know – but so does
a fiddler on the roof and Splenda.
Some things you just got to accept,
and the simple yet refreshingly innovative plot of “Ocarina” is one of
them. Keep in mind this was before
spoken dialogue was feasible in a
video game, so the achievement only
became more noteworthy. Anyone
who has played up to the final title
screen knows the sense of accomplishment is almost overwhelming.
Was that a tear that just rolled down
your cheek? Don’t be ashamed – it
happens to the best of us.
The truth is this video game
achieved near perfection to a level
that no game before it ever dreamed
of. Few games since have shared in
its triumph over interactive media.

birthday

Graphic by Josh Kennedy

The tenth anniversary of “The Ocarina of TIme” takes place this November.

ENTERTAINMENT feature story

Coldplay’s Detroit concert is “Life in Technicolor”
By Rachel Sawyer

Co-Life & Times Editor

Rumor has it Chris Martin’s sweat
can heal people, and after seeing him
in concert, I’m thinking that’s not too
far off.

Photo by Josh Johnson

Coldplay “changes lives” in Detroit.

This Monday, I celebrated the beginning of the week by driving all the way
to the D[1] to see Chris Martin and the
rest of the boys from Coldplay bring
20,000 people into music bliss for
the evening. And it was well worth the
eight plus hours in the car, aggressive
parking lot driving and severe lack of
sleep.
Opening with “Viva la Vida” staples,
“Life in Technicolor” and “Violet Hill,”
they quickly yet beautifully transitioned into the classic “Clocks,” causing
all true fans’ hearts to stop. With lighting effects, loud music and mad dance
moves, by the third song, Coldplay
made this an unforgettable concert.
Even as I write this on the drive back,
senior Greg Hewitt remains speechless
about the effects of the concert.
“This concert changed my life,” said
junior Matt Tamny, and I can see
where he’s coming from. One thing I
love about seeing Coldplay in concert:
Not only are they amazing musicians,

they truly perform at the same time.
Rolling in with nine semis and five
tour buses, they bring quite the set and
special effects with them. Lasers, intelligent lights, men in space age-looking
chairs operating lights and cameras
above the stage – even a person who is
hard of hearing would get utter delight
out of this concert.
Before I even heard a note of music,
Coldplay had my attention and intrigue with these massive snow globelike orbs in the center of the arena
and around the stage. Having noticed
them during the opening band, Sleepercar[2], these orbs filled out conversation, trying to figure out what their
purpose was. Before song four in the
concert, their purpose was fully revealed. During more tunes from their
latest album, mini versions of these
glowing orbs lowered from the light
trellises, replacing the need for LED
screens. They went from glowing solid
colors, to rotating artwork, to serving

as image magnification for the excitement on stage.
Even though this was the “Viva la
Vida” tour, Coldplay still sampled
from their previous three albums.
Crowd favorites were a remix of “God
Put A Smile On Your Face,” “In My
Place,” “The Hardest Part,” “Politik,”
an acoustic version of “The Scientist,”
and an encore of “Yellow.” During the
show Chris Martin complimented us,
saying, “You guys are a very impressive audience.” But reacting positively
to their music isn’t hard. The members
of Coldplay love what they do, and that
shows through when they play and
perform at any level. They are masters
at their trade. “I felt like I got my 50
bucks’ worth in the first 10 minutes,”
said senior David Kasper, and he’s
totally right. Within the first 10 minutes of a Coldplay concert, you’ll feel
complete. Everything after that is just
a nice bonus, and a very awesome concert.

MUSIC feature story

Pittsburgh band hits new heights
By Josh Kennedy
A&E Editor

Brad Lebakken has been making music for a long time. The majority of you
have no idea who he is or what band
he is in — Annasay. I’m here to change
that.
Years ago, in middle school and high
school, I went to a lot of local concerts.
While most of these bands were dreadful, there were three main bands that
I followed everywhere. The dynamic
trio consisted of Paravel, The Switch
and Linus. These three bands played a
lot of shows together, and I had every
song from every one of their demos,
EPs, LPs, cassettes and CDs.
Time took its course and Paravel
went their separate ways, The Switch
fought copyright battles (they are now
known as The Switch Kids), and Linus

divided. It was a sad day. But not long
after, the singer-guitarist from Linus
sprung up on PureVolume.com with a
few solo songs. They were pretty good.
He wrote, performed and recorded the
songs by himself, and as his popularity began to rise, he acquired a band to
play behind him. Two years later, Annasay released their second album, a
self-titled EP.
The album is instantly infectious.
Lebakken’s honey-smooth voice blends
well with the swell and sway of the
guitars. Harmonies are adequate and
don’t feel forced. While Lebakken’s
roots are in the hardcore/punk scene,
his songwriting has matured to where
he has found a style that suits his voice
and overall tone. Annasay’s style stems
from alternative rock with some indie/
acoustic sprinkled in.
Lyrically, the album is very posi-

Arts & Entertainment

tive. Songs like “Winter Air” and “This
Is Love (I’m Yours Now)” are written
about love and its excitement. The
song “Rock Song Number Two” encourages us to stand strong in a crumbling world: “This world is hard to
trust/Money and fame have the power
to make people corrupt.” Lebakken’s
lyrics in the past have consistently focused on life and love, as well as standing up in the trials of life, and this album is no different.
The band has a total of three albums
out, the first being Lebakken’s solo
album, and their sophomore release
entitled “Conversations.” Each are
available on iTunes, Amazon.com and
other music downloading sites.
If you’re looking for new music –
something musically varied from most
of today’s churned out pop – try Annasay.
Annasay’s new self-titled EP is available on iTunes.

Photo courtesy of myspace.com
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the night of election, Phil Loy and his spouse
were praying for more Democrats in the house.
Professor Jim Spiegel was slightly upset
at losing the VP McCain didn’t vet.
While poor old Steve Austin still dealt with drama
of Facebookers mad at his pic of Obama,
the liberal Cramers watched on with delight
as John McCain lagged and lost states left and right.
Well dear Artis Hoffmann went Blue like her man;
they followed the votes chanting, “oh YES WE CAN!”
But Tom Jones went Red and he wanted it bad –
he watched with contempt as his Maverick was had.
Now Hadley T. Mitchell was really no fan
of socialist tax in a Democrat plan.
He answered when asked his response the next day:
Parenthetically speaking, we should all run away!
The Christian Ed majors were all saddened too,
but not Poly Sci – they had all voted Blue.
Trudeau took it hard and the dean got to thinking
He called up Habecker – the two went out drinking (skim milk).
The Winquists rejoiced, they were both high on Change,
even Jessica felt that Palin was strange.
Randy felt let down and removed his bow tie
Macomber was so happy she felt she might cry.
But whether you’re left or you lean to the right
We hope you enjoyed the big election night!
Bliss Barber & Brandon Myers

Let’s get along this time
By Steve Etheridge
Opinions Editor
Despite the clear rivalries and party
lines, for most of us this election was
a time of unification. We were united
in a ceremony of political awakening,
where we learned, changed and relearned what we believed.
Many of us were united by our
tongues (not in a kissy way), where we
spoke quicker than we thought, making dumb and unfounded statements,
speculating on Internet conspiracies
and slandering against, well, everyone.

Obama’s either a jihadist or the Antichrist. McCain’s senior citizenship
renders him ineligible to operate a
car, let alone a country. Palin’s the
perfect balance between a Barbie doll
and G.I. Joe, but like most toys, fails
to teach her kids the right lessons.
Ralph Nader’s still alive?
Whether Wednesday morning was
a time of jubilation or aggravation,
things will certainly be different in
the foreseeable future. This said, I encourage students not to harbor anger
against the coming administration,
but to embrace it and find which aspects of it you admire. Since the election has ended I’ve heard a handful of
inelegant remarks, sometimes racist
(hollered by someone in chapel) and
sometimes advocating the death of
the president-elect. If you’re one of
these people, you’ve clearly lost sight
of what it means to be an American,

and your behavior, in light of the liberties we enjoy, is traitorous.
It is difficult to be patriotic if you despise the government above you, and
some all-American spunk could make
these heavy times a little lighter. No
matter how you voted, it’s vital to be
patient and respectful — at the very
least until the new president’s tenure
has taken a definite shape. In essence,
celebrate democracy.
With no clear exit strategy for this
column, and in a spirit of lightheartedness and cordiality, allow me to
make my first official poke-joke towards the president-to-be:
Believe it or not, I got an interview
with Barack Obama for “The Echo.”
All I had to do was pretend I had leprosy.
Until 2012,
Steve

The cult of stress, busy becomes a lifestyle
By Randy Kizer
Co-Editor in Chief
Usually I don’t make a habit of
eavesdropping, but I feel like I’ve
heard the following conversation
many times over. It features two Taylor students, usually acquaintances or
friends, passing each other on the way
to class. It goes something like this:
“Hey, how are you?” “OK. I’m kinda
stressed right now.” “Yeah, I know
how that is, my schedule is like crazy
busy.” “Well, keep your nose to the
grindstone.” “See ya.”
First of all, who even has a grindstone? I’d like to meet that person.
Second, are you really that busy? As
a senior who’s been around the loop
a time or two, I know what it means
to be busy. I’ve pushed myself to the
brink of insanity and watched others
push themselves even further. You
know who you are, overachievers.
At this point I could make some plea
for you, the reader, to not overcommit, or if you do, at least promise to
maintain good hygiene. I could ask
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you to have compassion on the ultrabusy and cut them some slack. But I’m
not going to say any of those things. I
want to warn you of the being sucked
into the cult of stress.
Now, I must confess that last year I
was the crazy overcommitted student
carrying on the aforementioned conversation. Most of the time I really
was that busy, but soon I discovered
that “stressed” had become my standard response to the generic passerby’s inquiry into my mental state.
Was I really stressed? Not as much as
I wanted people to believe. Somehow,
stress had become a badge of honor.
I wanted to be able to raise my mug
of java at 3 a.m. to toast the other
bleary-eyed students dutifully pouring over their books.
I would be talking to someone who
really was having a crazy week, and instead of listening, I was trying to illustrate how my life was equally insane.
I could have been thinking of how I
could help out my friends instead of
trying to one-up them. Soon my conversations were becoming routine, te-
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dious, lifeless. There came a day when
I decided to stop talking about class
schedules. Even when I was the one in
the rat race, I found that talking about
almost anything was better than talking about stress.
What is most ridiculous is when two
people who are equally relaxed try to
convince each other that they are busy.
That is an absolute waste of a conversation. Talk about the new laundry
machines, music, the election results,
even the weather. Good conversations
don’t happen by themselves, so come
up with some topics and store them
away for later.
So here’s my challenge: Stressed out
people – try talking about something
besides your classes. It will help your
outlook on life.
Not stressed out people – help a
friend, read a book, tell a joke, watch
the clouds, make use of that free time.
Just don’t ever tell me your schedule
is crazy, because as a former member
of the cult of stress, I can always spot
an impostor.
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letters to the editor
For those of us who require
peaceful environments to do our
work, our dorm rooms generally
prove to be inadequate. Instead,
we make the trek across campus to
the Zondervan Library so we can
focus and work.
In theory, libraries are the one
place in the world where peace
and quiet are unconditionally respected. However, to my dismay,
many of my recent trips to the library have been met with everything except a study-friendly environment.
Therefore, my opinion is this:
Henry David Thoreau went to
the woods to live deliberately; I
was forced into the woods to find
solitude. This might sound extreme, but what am I supposed to
do when the only place on campus that should be quiet is full of
mindless commotion? Proper library conduct at Taylor is severely
lacking.
At Taylor we take pride in our
excellent community and our willingness to socialize with each other. However, in my mind, Taylor’s
social community has gone too far.
It appears that Taylor students are
incapable of curbing their desire
to communicate even for a limited
time.
Loud laughter-filled chatter and

cell phone conversations are experiences that the average library
visitor must endure on a more
frequent basis. What is truly baffling to me is that this behavior
occurs in the “quiet study area” of
the library, an area where signs requesting that people remain quiet
are plastered everywhere.
I believe the main reason this
problem persists is because the
rules are not enforced. You don’t
see people being asked to leave the
library because they are having a
conversation on their cell phone
or carrying on a loud conversation
with a friend(s). However, I hope
that this issue will never escalate
to the point where the rules need
to be strictly enforced.
At a school like this, we expect
that every student is capable of respecting their peers and following
the rules, even when no one in authority is watching, or in this case,
listening. I would challenge every
student to live up to this expectation. Do we really need “noise police?”
So, for the sake of us who are
studying hard in the library, please
be conscious of your noise level,
especially upstairs in the quiet
study area. Otherwise someone
might sic a librarian on you.
Andrew Jones, Junior

Send letters to the editor to steve_etheridge@taylor.edu by 3 p.m.
Wednesday. They should be no longer than 400 words. Due to volume,
we cannot print all opinions articles that we receive. Please keep your
opinions as concise as possible. The Echo reserves the right to edit submissions for length and content. Whatever is pertinent to you is pertinent
to us. Give us something to chew on.

The Echo aims to represent the views of diverse voices on
Taylor University’s campus fairly and without bias and to
be a vehicle of accurate and pertinent information to the
student body, faculty and staff. The Echo also aims to be a
forum that fosters healthy discussion about relevant issues,
acting as a catalyst for change on our campus.
Student journalists have published The Echo weekly since
1915, except for January term, exam week and school holidays. The Echo is a member of the Associated Collegiate
Press and the Indiana Collegiate Press Association.
The Echo is printed by The Palladium-Item in Richmond,
Ind. Echo offices are in the Rupp Communication Arts
Building.
Please address all letters, questions or comments to:
The Echo 236 W. Reade Ave. Upland, IN 46989-1001
(765) 998-5359 echo@taylor.edu
© Taylor University 2008
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Football
(2-6, 0-4)

L, 23-32 vs Marian*
Upcoming Games:
2 p.m. Sat at St. Xavier* (#19)

Cross Country

(Men 7th of 28 at U. of Wisconsin)
Upcoming meets:
MCC Championships
11 a.m. Sat at Spring Arbor
(Women 12th of 31 at
U. of Wisconsin)
Upcoming meets:
MCC Championships
11 a.m. Sat at Spring Arbor
Photo by Timmy Huynh

Junior Josh Cook moves the ball during Saturday’s game against Marian. Cook rushed for 157 yards in the loss.

Trojans’ season suffers loss sans pessimism
By Jake Bragg
Contributor

Former Green Bay Packer Head
Coach Vince Lombardi once said,
“Winning isn’t everything; it’s the only
thing.” With all do respect to Coach
Lombardi, the 2008 Taylor Trojans
strongly disagree.
Despite another strong effort from
both sides of the ball, the Trojans had
yet another game slip through their
ﬁngers in the ﬁnal quarter, falling to
Marian College 23-32 on Saturday.
The Trojans led 16-15 at half time
and 23-22 midway through the third
quarter before Marian’s Dustin Craig
intercepted Shaun Addison’s pass and
returned it 25 yards for the score. But
the Trojans refused to quit and were
given a golden opportunity when Marian’s Eric Sheppard muffed a punt that
was recovered by senior Cameron Heasley on the Marian 15-yard line.
A costly penalty negated a would-be
touchdown pass to Trevor Terrell that
ultimately cost the Trojans, as they
were unable to connect on the following 34-yard ﬁeld goal.
Penalties played a major role, as
Taylor was ﬂagged eight times for 90
yards, many of which either negated
big offensive plays or kept Marian

drives alive.
“When the pressure was on, we
made some mental mistakes,” Addison
said. “(They) ended up costing us big
and kept us from coming out on top.”
Sophomore wide receiver Ryan
Magnuson, who had 60 receiving
yards and a touchdown on the afternoon, agreed.
“There were some crucial plays
where we turned the ball over or got
unlucky with a bad call,” he said, “but
we’ll just keep on moving and learning and continue to become a better
team.”
At ﬁrst glance, Head Coach Ron Korfmacher’s ﬁrst season might look like
another year of disappointment, as his
Trojans sit at 2-6, 0-4 in the Mid-States
Football Association, the same record
as last year through eight games, but
that is where the similarities between
the two seasons ends.
The tough loss masked another
good game from junior running back
Josh Cook, who ran for 157 yards and
a score. With 863 rushing yards, he is
leading the MSFA in rushing this season.
Another area of improvement can be
found in the Trojans’ average loss margin. Last year through eight games, a

young Trojans team lost six games by
an average of 32 points per game. This
year, that number has dropped nearly
in half, to 18.3 points a game, a number greatly skewed by their game with
national powerhouse St. Francis.
“We have been in just about every
game this year, and many times we
were the better team,” Heasley said.
“We have had a ton of great individual
efforts this year, but when only one
unit is winning their part of the game,
that’s not always enough to pull off the
win.”
So, the improvement is there. The
underclassmen sense it, and they’re
excited and conﬁdent.
“There are good things in store for
us in the future,” Magnuson said. “We
play to win every game. We don’t care
who they are or where they come from;
we play to win.”
Perhaps more importantly, the seniors sense it too.
“For the ﬁrst time in my four years
of football at Taylor, I can truly say
that the future is now,” Heasley said.
“We have all the pieces to succeed, the
biggest thing for us right now is that we
take all the parts and combine them all
together. When we do that, the sky will
be the limit for Taylor football.”

and the Olympic platform through water polo and even soccer with the what
used to be known as the Indianapolis
Twisters.
Men’s basketball Assistant Coach
Bret Burchard invited Messenger to
campus to share his experience in the
sports industry. Burchard met Messenger this summer while working as
an intern in the public relations department of the 2007 WNBA champion Phoenix Mercury.
“I was pretty pleased during my
internship with Mercury,” Burchard
said. “I thought it would be a great
opportunity for students to hear him
speak, with his ties to the Fever.”
For students that attended, it was
an opportunity to be encouraged. During the hour of allotted time, Messenger captured the attention of aspiring
writers, photographers, designers and
coaches and conﬁdently told each that
a career in sports, no matter what their

interest otherwise, is a deﬁnite possibility. His only caveat: a skill in writing
is a must.
“If you can’t write, you can’t continue in the industry,” Messenger said.
“You’re not going to last.”
Despite the economy’s squeeze on
sports, resulting in a nine percent
employee cut in the NBA this month,
Messenger remains optimistic about
job projection.
“The sports industry will lose some;
it’s not immune. It is an industry and
undergoes the same stress as any other,” he said. “We’re not going to rehire
right away for positions that are lost,
but there are positions. They may not
be higher proﬁle jobs right now, but
there are things out there.”
His last piece of advice for students
interested in a future in sports was to
dive in and “get involved.” Leading by
example, he ﬁnally plunged his fork
into his food.

Volleyball

(30-7, 8-0)
W, 3-2 vs Indiana Tech (#15)
W, 3-0 at Huntington*
Upcoming games:
MCC Tournament
7 p.m. Tues vs Huntington

Basketball

(Men)
Upcoming games:
Taylor Classic
6 p.m. Fri vs OSU Marion
3 p.m. Sat vs Rio Grande
(Women 2-0)
W, 80-44 vs Marygrove
W, 59-58 vs Madonna (#RV)
Upcoming games:
7 p.m. Fri at Illinois-Springﬁeld
2 p.m. Sat at Missouri Baptist

Soccer

(Men 6-12-1, 2-5-1)
MCC Tournament First Round
L, 1-3 at Bethel (#RV)
(Women 11-7, 4-4)
MCC Tournament First Round
L, 0-1 at St Francis
* denotes MCC match
(home games indicated in bold)

Fever’s Messenger delivers positive message
By Carrie Bragg
Sports Editor

Is it considered inhospitable to listen so intently to a person that his food
gets cold? If so, the sports enthusiasts
that attended Indiana Fever representative Kevin Messenger’s lunch time
chat on Wednesday are guilty of bad
table manners.
Messenger, who calls himself “a
jack-of-all-trades, master of zero,” admitted that, despite having progressed
to the professional level inside the
sports industry, his heart lies in college athletics. And talking to college
kids about how to enter into the world
of sports was worth letting his hamtopped salad sit.
His resume includes working overtime as an SID (Sports Information
Director) at the University of Paciﬁca
during his four undergraduate years,
as well as dipping his hand into athletics at UNLV, Maryland, Indiana State,

Athlete of the Week: Christy

Sport: Soccer
Position: Midﬁelder
Hometown: Lawrenceburg, IN
Residence: Smurf House (OC)
Major: Elementary Education
Other activities on campus: Director of One-on-One,
President of the Education Honor Society, teach Sunday
School at UCC
Favorite sports team: Manchester United
Hobbies: Staying busy, playing the piano, reading childrens’ books
Favorite book: “Anne of Green Gables”
3 words that best describe you: Energetic, optimistic,
dedicated
Greatest sports achievement: Playing in every college
game
Goal for the year: Growing in my relationship with the
Lord and staying connected with my teammates
Favorite quote: “If you haven’t made at least half a dozen
mistakes today, you aren’t trying hard enough.” – Kreeft
What’s one thing you’ve learned lately? Even though
I love soccer, I am not deﬁned by that sport. I am deﬁned
by Jesus Christ and it is my purpose to serve him in all I do.
Craziest thing you ever did: Well, I can’t really tell the
details, but it involves cake and the soccer team.

Sopcisak

Dream Job:

“Opening schools where none exist.”

Sports
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Junior Bethany Ballard tips off against a Marygrove opponent in the women’s basketball season home opener last Friday night.

Lady Trojans begin new season
with double victory
By Jordyn Kight
Staff writer

Odle Area was once again ﬁlled with
the excitement of basketball as the No.
16 (NAIA) Lady Trojans (2-0) stepped
back on the court and defeated opponents Marygrove and Madonna during
the Taylor Tip-Off last weekend.
During the opening game Friday
evening, the Trojans secured their ﬁrst
win over Marygrove College 80-44.
A 3-pointer by senior Paige Rudolph
opened up the game with a Trojan lead.
Locking in their defense, the Trojans
only allowed Marygrove a 28 percent
ﬁrst half shooting percentage. Taylor
found offensive rhythm and ﬁnished
the half 41-23.
During the second half, the Trojans
maintained the same style of play. Junior Bethany Ballard started off with a
6-point run, and there was no turning
back. The Trojans coasted to victory,
winning 80-44.
Ballard gave a strong individual
performance, recording a career high,
and led the team with 20 points and
16 rebounds. Ballard also ﬁnished with
10-for-10 from the free-throw line, ﬁve
assists, ﬁve blocks, and one steal. Rudolph recorded 13 points and four assists.
Back on the court Saturday, the Trojans defeated Madonna University 5958.
The Trojans held the lead for the majority of the half as sophomore Allison
Reece put up 10 points. Although Madonna had a greater shooting percentage than the Trojans, the half ﬁnished

29-26 in Taylor’s favor.
The score went back and forth; neither team could break away. With just
seconds on the clock, Madonna failed
to make their free throws, ultimately
costing them the game. A 3-pointer
from senior Nikki Kassebaum came
with 2.7 seconds to go, and the Trojans
took the win 59-58.
Kassebaum ﬁnished the game on top
with 13 points. Reece and Ballard collected 12 and 11 points, respectively,
and earned spots on the Taylor Tip-Off
All-Classic team.
“I was very pleased with our effort on
Friday night with a win,” Krause said.
“We came out and played very well together. Saturday was a whole different
game with us coming out ﬂat and out
of rhythm. We did, however, manage to
pull it together at the end.”
Ballard agreed with Krause about
the result of the weekend.
“It deﬁnitely feels good to start 2-0,
but despite the fact that we won, no one
is completely satisﬁed,” she said. “We
did some good things last weekend, but
we also saw a lot of things that we need
to work on in practice. Everyone realizes that, and no one is settling.”
The Trojans travel to Illinois-Springﬁeld on Saturday. Tip-off is scheduled
for 7 p.m.
“We’re excited for this upcoming
weekend when we’re on the road,” Rudolph said. “We play two tough teams
that will test whether or not we’ve
learned from our poor performance on
Saturday.”

